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thirty wood-cuts of many rare birds and mammals, and forms a nearly 
complete catalogue of all the living vertebrates received by the society 
during the past ten years. The volume will prove of a good deal of in- 
terest to the general student of these animals. 
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GENERAL NOTES. 

BOTANY. 1 

Poisonous Grasses. — In the September number of Trimeris Jour- 
nal of Botany there is an interesting note by Dr. Hance on Intoxicating 
Grasses, which supplements a previous article on the same subject. A 
grass was sent by Dr. Aitchison from Kashmir which Professor Dyer 
determines as Stipa Sibirica Munro. Concerning this grass, Dr. Aitchi- 
son writes (date of August 4, 1875) : " I have just been collecting some 
good specimens of a grass that is extremely common near Gulmuz. It 
grows in large tussocks, and is very poisonous to horses and cattle. 
The cattle are too knowing and will not eat it. Horses from the plains 
do eat it and die from its effects, but if quickly treated recover. They 
become comatose and lose the power of their limbs. It grows in the 
Sciude Valley also. Whilst there I heard of it and the cure, namely, 
smoking them, by making a large fire and keeping the horse's head in 

1 Conducted by Proe. G. L. Goodale. 



